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PRESS RELEASE
 
Saint-Denis, 27 January 2023
 
First international visit to the construction sites of the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris
The Société de Livraison des Ouvrages Olympiques (SOLIDEO) and the Building and Woodworkers' International (BWI/Geneva-based/12 million members worldwide) and the French trade union organisations affiliated to the BWI, organised a first joint international visit in the framework of the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games in Paris to two sites of the Athletes' Village in Saint-Denis and Saint-Ouen. The completion of the work is progressing rapidly. 
 
SOLIDEO and BWI, in partnership with its French members, aim to work together to reduce health and safety risks for workers on the Olympic Games construction sites. The parties intend to share their experiences from other mega-sporting events and establish a constructive partnership that will encompass several visits until the work is delivered in order to leave a positive legacy for all parties. 
 
The various BWI security experts present during this visit intervened in particular on major international projects such as the World Cup in Qatar, Brazil, South Africa and the London Olympic Games.
 
For Geneviève KALINA, BWI Communication Director : «Paris 2024 will be the heart of the world. With SOLIDEO, we must rise to the occasion by setting a precedent for social protection for future mega-sporting events. We are pleased with this first international visit, which we hope will pave the way for other visits in 2023 and 2024 with a real partnership on health and safety rules on all SOLIDEO sites, in accordance with the international conventions of the International Labour Organization. Through these site visits, French trade unions seek to help reduce health and safety problems, particularly those related to subcontracting and the posting of workers.. »

 
For Antoine DU SOUICH, Director of Strategy and Innovation at SOLIDEO: " SOLIDEO is delighted with this visit of the BWI, which is part of its ambition for exemplary projects. This is based in particular on a constant and high-quality dialogue with the trade unions, with whom it collaborates on a daily basis, for example through the Social Charter Committee. SOLIDEO wishes to continue these exchanges for the benefit of quality prevention and enhanced safety for all workers on its sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About SOLIDEO
[bookmark: _Hlk116580449]SOLIDEO oversees the delivery and implementation of more than 60 works and development operations necessary for the organisation of Paris 2024, within a defined budget and an ambitious, sustainable and exemplary legacy. These structures are imagined, designed and will be converted in 2025 into equipment, housing and offices.
 
Contact : 
Joseph Aubert / Communication Officer / 06 73 32 18 33 / j.aubert@ouvrages-olympiques.fr 
 
wwww.ouvrages-olympiques.fr / LinkedIn SOLIDEO / Twitter @SOLIDEO_JOP / Instagram @solideoheritage 
 
 
 
About the Building and Wood Workers' International
The Building and Wood Workers' International (BWI) is a global union federation of 360 unions and 12 million construction and wood workers in 115 countries. Its headquarters are based in Geneva, Switzerland.
 
BWI's mission is to defend and promote workers' rights, with the aim of improving working and living conditions in its sectors. BWI calls for a rights-based approach first and foremost. It considers that trade union rights are human rights based on equality, solidarity and democracy and that trade unions are necessary for good governance.
 
Contacts:
Geneviève Kalina, BWI Communication Director – +41 79 947 27 07
Jean-Marc Candille, FNCB-CFDT – 06 76 98 65 24
Christian Roy, FO-BTP – 06 60 32 46 12
Bruno Bothua, FNSCBA-CGT – 06 86 00 06 98
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